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REMARKS 


On a PAMPHLET, intitled, 


OssERVATIONS on the Conduct of the 
Torts, Wrics, and Diss ENT ERS, &c. 


2 FE HE great Deſign of the anti- 
&Q 2 miniſterial Leaders has con- 
ſitantly been to divide the 
Friends of the Government, and conſi- 
dering what a Variety of Humours and 
Paſſions they have to work upon, it is 
no Wonder they meet with ſome Suc- 
ceſs. For when Men entertain high 
Notions of obtaining Favours, or car- 
rying Points, and are therein difap- 
pointed, they are eaſily ſoured, and 
become expoſed to the en of 
corrupt Reaſoning, without giving 
themſelves leave to conſider, whether 


with regard to the great Affairs of the 
B Na- 


(2) 
Nation, their Deſires and Attempts are 
founded in Juſtice and Prudence, or 
not; or more ſtrongly tend to private 
or publick Satisfaction. 

I think we have undeniable Regſons 
and Facts, by which we may trace all 
the Diffatisfaction and Detection of a 
few M higs to this as its natural Source. 
Yet theſe diſſatisfied Mhigs pretend to 
be the only true Mhigs in the Nation, 
and not only ſo, but by a ſtrange In- 
fluence of their Conjunction with the 
Tories, to have transformed and aſſi- 
milated the whole Body of that Party; 
ſo that if we believe ſome famous Wri- 
ters, there is no ſuch Thing as Tories to 
be met with, but thoſe who are em- 
ployed in the preſent Adminiſtration, 
and a few ftrange Creatures diſperſed 
in City and Country, who ſupport, 
and have ſupported their Intereſt and 
Meaſures for above theſe twenty Years. 

The Author of the Pamphlet before 
me, intitled, Ohiſervatious om the Con- 
duct of the Tories, WWhios, and Diſ- 

enters, has endeavoured to improve 
this 


(3) 
this Doctrine, to perſuade the Diſſen- 
gers to a molt friendly and intimate 
Union with the Tories; a very good 
Scheme! and undoubtedly calculated 
for the Advancement of the good old 
Cauſe! But as the Completion of it 
very much depends upon the Reaſons 
and Motives offered for ſo extraordi- 
nary a Conjunction, it may not be 
amiſs to examine ſome Points which 
do not ſeem to be ſet in ſo clear and 
fatisfactory a Light as ſome would have 
them ; and when that is done, I que- 
ſtion not but the Diſſenters will allow 
them all the Weight they really de- 
{erve. 

He ſeems very fairly to acquit the 
preſent D:ſſenters of the heinous Crime 
of Perſecution, which was ſo warmly 
eſpouſed and practiſed by their Fore- 
fathers; and at the ſame Time ac- 
quaints us, that * ſeveral of the High- 
«© Church Party have lately ſhewn 
“ ſome Diſpoſition to quit it.“ b. 6. 
This is very modeſtly 8. cautiouſly 
ſaid, and ſeems to ſhew the Author's 

B 2 Im- 
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Impartiality ; yet may we not take it for 
granted, that in this and other Places 
he has reported the Matter as fully as 
the Truth would permit? For the Re- 
formation of the Tories in this impor- 
tant Point, is, and muſt be, the Cor- 
ner Stone of this projected Reconcilia- 
tion. However, if ſome of them have 
ſhewn any Manner of Diſpoſition to 
quit this Spirit, upon any Occaſion, or 
any Views whatever, either in Power 
or out of Power, the Diſſenters un- 
doubtedly rejoice therein, and not with- 
out Reaſon. 

But if he can't ſay ſo much on this 
Head as one would wiſh, yet it may 
be ſome Extenuation of what the To- 
ries have done in the perſecuting Way, 
and ſome Recommendation of them to 
the Forgiveneſs at leaſt of the Diſſen- 
ters, that they were not the Aggreſ- 
ſors; for this Author ſuppoſes the Di/- 
ſenters began the Work of Perſecution 
in the Time of the firſt long Parlia- 
ment. His Words are, In this they 
c (viz. She Torjes) may be ſaid to have 

copied 
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copied the Principles and Spirit of 
the Presbyterians and Fanaticks of 
thoſe Times, (unleſs they will 
chuſe a more antient Original, and 
derive it from the Papiffs) and had 
they done this for a Time only, by 
Way of Retaliation, and diſtinguiſh- 
ed the Innocent from the Guilty, 
(for all the Sectaries were not Perſe- 
cutors) a Sort of plauſible Defence 
might have been made for it; but 
from revenging and retaliating they 
came to adopt this evil Principle as 
their own, and the Bulk of this 
Party, it muſt be confeſſed, do re- 


tain ſomething of it to this very 
Day. p. 13. This Acknowledg- 


ment, tho' it ſtands Part of an Apology, 
ſeems to be a very ſevere Imputation, 
and as flagrant an Inſtance of the 
Perverſeneſs of human Nature as can 
well be named. What can be a greater 
than for Men to copy the moſt diabo- 
lical Thing in the World, not from 
thoſe who by Kindneſs, or any Sort of 
Merit, had inſinuated themſelves into 


their 


* 
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their Favour, but from ſuch as they 
always look'd upon as their Enemies, 
and after they had felt the injurious 
and cruel Effects of this evil Spirit 
themſelves; and then that by frequent 
Practice of the Thing they fo juſtly 
condemned in others, they ſhould fall 
ſo deeply in love with it, as to adop 
it for a Principle of Religion? 4 

Surely Men that could make ſuch 
wrong Deductions, in direct Oppoſi- 
tion to the Light of Reaſon and Truth, 
as well as the Dictates of Juſtice and 
Humanity, and then ſtamp the Mark 


of Divinity upon them, muſt have a2 


ſtrong Paſſion for Perſecution, which 
is likewiſe very evident from the Event. 
For firſt, the Diſſenters can tell how 
frequently and warmly this Spirit has 
put them upon the moſt wicked Me- 
thods of depriving them of their rel;- | 
gious and civil Rights; and though 
they had Opportunities to cool and 
conſider, yet they have never return- | 
ed to the Poſſeſſion of Power, but 
the fame Spirit has returned upon 
them; 
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them; and, ſecondly, notwithſtand- 
ing the Cauſe of Liberty has been ſo 
clearly and fully aſſerted, and all 
Pretences for Perſecution fo particu- 
larly and undeniably anſwered, by the 
incomparable Writings of Mr. Locke, 
and a moſt excellent Prelate now liv- 
ing, and others; yet this Party have 
upon all Occaſions ſhewn the ſame 
Diſpoſition i in this Matter as ever. 

Can it therefore be reaſonably ſup- 
poſed that they ſhould quit it all of a 
ſudden, or, if I may be allowed the 
Expreſſion, at the Word of Command; 


for we never heard of ſuch a Conver- 


fion till lately, when a certain Author, 
who has been long the great Orna- 
ment and the Chief of the Party, and 
the greateſt Patron of Per/ecution the 
World could boaſt of at this Day, 
thought fit to aflure us, upon his own 
Authority, that Parties had changed 
their Principles, tho' they preſerved 
their Mames, and that Bodies of Men 
were really transformed into contrary 


Characters, tho" they knew nothing 
of 


(8) 
of it themſelves, and tho' their Neigh- 
bours and Friends could not perceive 
the leaſt Sign of it. 

But to inſinuate that the Tories 
copied the Principles and Spirit of the 
Presbyterians and Fanaticks is, I am 
afraid, not quite ſo juſt and candid : 
For there were Men who perſecuted 
the Puritans long before the Reſfora- 
tion. I allow, indeed, that the Name 
of Tories was not then 'in uſe among 
us; but this is a poor Evaſion : For the 
Men who were afterwards called Tories, 
were either the very ſame Men, or had 
by Education, or ſome other Way, im- 
bibed the ſame Principles of Religion 
and Politicks with theſe Per/ecutors. 
The Scheme procceded from the Court 
and Clergy, who, in the Reign of 
King Charles I. were in a cloſe Confe- 
deracy to advance the Regal Power 
into an ab/o/ute Monarchy, and the 
facerdotal Power into a Sort of Papacy. 
The one to have Dominion over the 
Perſous and Property of the Subject, 
the other over their Conſciences; that 


ſo 
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ts Tyranny might be eſtabliſhed up- 
on a fafe Bottom, and that nothing 
of human or divine Authority might 
be left to diſturb, or weaken lt. 
Wich this View, divine, hereditary, "y, 
indefetf ble Right, paſſive Obetience, 
and Mon refiſtance, became the favou- 
rite and faſhionable Doarines at Court, 
and Subjeas of the Pulpit; and with 
theſe political Doctrines ch Authority 
of the Church, and the damnable Na- 
ture of Schiſm were cloſely. linked, 
On the other Hand, all that ſtood up 
for the Aſſembling and Authority of 
Parliaments, and oppoſed the Scheme 
of illegal and arbitrary Power in 
Church and State, were treated as Fa- 
natic ls; and though the chief of them 
were bes of the Church of Eng 
land, they were uſed much in it 
fans Manner as the Puritans by the 
Star-Chamber and High Commiſſion 
Courts. Their Pauciples and their 
Sufferings led them to unite. The Court 
was reſolved to cruſh them, by. ille- 


gal and arbitrary- Methods, which in- 
C | creaſed 
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creaſed their Credit and Intereſt: And 
the Conſequence hereof, was, by a 
Variety of unforeſcen = the 
Ruin of that King, and of the Conſti- 
tution in Church and State. 

Vet, upon the Reſtoration, the 
Court Seed the ſame Deſigns, and 
as ſoon as Aﬀairs were in Readineſs, 
made no Difficulty of diſcovering it. 
The Retaliation made to the Presby- 
terians (for this Author will palliate 
their Perſecution with this ſoftening 
Circumſtance) does not at all help the 
Matter ; for though the Presbyterians 
had a very great "Ei in the Refto- 
ration, ſo that in the firſt Steps ſome 
Offers and Acknowledgments were 
made to them, yet they were all fal- 
lacious, and they had only this addi- 
tional Aggravation of the Perſecution 
they ſuffered afterwards, that they re- 
ceived Evil of the worſt Kind for the 
moſt important Services. 

King Charles II. therefore having a 
Sort of hereditary Averſion to Par- 
iaments, and making no right Uſe of 

all 
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all the Troubles and Confuſions that 
had befallen him and the Nation, was 
reſolved to try the experiment him- 
ſelf; accordingly the ſame Principles 
were revived, divine, hereditary, in- 
defeafible Right, paſſive Obedience, 
and Non-refiſtance, were revived and 
promoted by all the Arts and Influence 
of the Court; nay, Reſolutions were 
taken, and ſome vigorous. Attempts 
were made, to pet theſe abominable 
Principles eſtabliſhed by the Sanction 
of Parliament. The Diſſenters were 
known Enemies to all theſe arbitrary 
Deſigns ; and therefore all the Me- 
thods that could be thought of, were 
employed to oppreſs them; theie Rel:i- 
gion was expoſed as Fanaticifm ; their 
Principles declared :nconfiflect with 
Monarchy; all the Wit of one Side 
was employed to make them odious 
and ridiculous to the Populace, and 
they were wrongfully and maliciouſſy 
charged with Deſigns and Plots to o- 
verthrow the King and Government. 
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But the principal Deſign was to re- 
preſent them as Schiſmatichs and He- 
reticks, and for this Purpoſe all the 
Subtlety of fawning and abandoned 
Eccleſiaſticks were employed to 
maintain the Power of the Church in 
framing Articles of Religion, and ca- 
N Laws : That Epiſcopacy was 
the inſeparable and neceſſary Support 
of Monarchy; and that all the Rights 
and Benefits of Chri/tianity dead 
on their Conveyance. By ſuch Prin- 
ciples all Affairs in Church and State, 
nay, foreign as well as domeſtick, 
were conducted in this Reign. And 
hence aroſe thoſe penal Laws by 
which the Diſſenters were perſecuted, 
as Men not fit to live, or only to live 
without a Share in the common 
Rights and Benefits of Society. 
| In the following Reign, Matters 
came to a Criſis; King James was 
poſſeſt of a more furious and ſtcady 
Feal (being a compleat Bigot to his 
Religig n) to eſtabliſh Popery, and en- 
ſlave the Nation. The Prieſts puſhed 


him 
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him on; but he was exceedingly 
comforted and encouraged herein by 
the great Progreſs the forementioned 
Doctrines had made in the preceding 
Reign. The Diſſenters indeed found 
ſome Reſpite; for this Prince thought 
the true Way to undermine the Li- 
berty of the Nation, was by a dextrous 
and artificial Zeal for Liberty ; by 
which he hoped to cajole the Den 
ters and ſome other Friends of Liberty, 
depending upon the Principles of the 
reſt, His Time being ſhort, he was 
obliged ſoon to come to Extremities; 
and therefore enforced his Scheme of 
univerſal Toleration, by arbitrary 
Methods, by Violence and Oppreſ- 
ſion; and then all who were not en- 
tangled by the Principles of paſſive Q- 
bedience, &c. thought it high Time 
to oppoſe his Meaſures, and ſome that 
were, when they ſaw all their Power 
and Poſſeſſions were going to be 
wreſted from them. Yet he was de- 
termined to proceed, depending to 
the * laſt on the Loyalty of the 
Church 


( 14 ) 


Church of England, who had been fo 


long and ſo well taught to obey with- 
out Reſerve, that he really thought, 
and not without Reaſon, they had 
learnt their Leſſon ; for they had giv- 
en him very ſtrong Proof of it in a 
Caſe that nearly concerned himſelf, 
and in which he was greatly obliged 
to r 

But let us hear our Author's Ac- 
count of the Matter. The Height 
cc of theſe Severities (i. e. in the Reign 
« of King Charles) did not laſt long; 
« for it happened that the Succeſſor 
« to King Charles was an open and 
« ayowed Papiſt, and determined to 
ce ſet up his own Religion. Hereup- 
cc on, even the High Church Clergy, 
« and all the Church of England took 
« an Alarm, well knowing that they 
« muſt have been the firſt Sacrifice, 


1 having all the rich Livings and 
&& eccleſiaſtical Revenues, which the 


cc Popiſh Priefts were longing for; 


© and therefore they did on this Oc- 


4e caſion expreſs their Intentions of 
* © more 


— 


(15) 
«© more Moderation to the Diſſenters, 
« being deſirous to have their Aid in 
« Behalf of the Proteſtant es 
Page 14. R 

I would only here obſerve, that 
this Author, by joining the High 
Church Clergy and all the Church of 
England, would inſinuate that all the 
Members of the Church of England 
united in Principle in this great Af- 
fair: For after mentioning the Diſſen- 
ters who were not willing to truſt to 
the King's Declaration, he concludes 
p. 15. © And fo the whole Nation in 
« a Manner united in bringing about 
« the Revolution. 

They did indeed unite in ſome 
Meaſures, but from different Prin- 
ciples; the one to ſecure if poſſible 
their rich Livings, and to avoid the 
frightful Conſequences which Popery 
_ before their Eyes. Beſides 
theſe Conſiderations, the other Par- 
ties went into all the Meaſures of 
Refiftance, upon the moſt noble and 
generous Frihaples; z believing they 


had 
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had a Riz ght to defend them ſelves, to 
e dieate their Liberties, and to reſcue 
the Nation from Slavery of any kind; 

and with a Conſciouſneſs that they 
were herein doing their Duty to God 
and to one another, to themſelves and 
Poſterity. But how thoſe who ſtill 
held the Doctrines of divine, hered:- 
tary, indefeaſible Right, and paſſive 


| Obedience, could proceed upon the 


fame Foundation with the Mhigs and 
Diffenters, is utterly unaccountable; 
therefore it is very viſible what Sort 
of a Union of Parties was formed at 
this Juncture. But I ſhall have occa- 
ſion to ſay ſomething more on this 
Head hereafter. 

Let us now then turn our Thoughts 
to the Charges brought by this Au- 
thor againſt the V higs. He tells us, 
&« AW hen the Nation had thus happily 
« extricated itſelf from the impending 
« Danger, the Diſſenters got no o- 
« ther Relief than that imperfect one 

« granted by the Toleragion AG.” 

15. Yet the Diſſenters, | notwith- 
WO | ſtanding 
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ſtanding * diminutive Way of 
ſpeaking, gained as great a Share in 
the Bleſſings of the Revolution as o- 
thers, and conſidering their Condition 
in the two former Reigns, they had 
ſome peculiar Reaſon to rejoice in it: 
They had in common with all the 
true Friends of Liberty, the unſp eak- 
able Pleaſure to ſee the — of 
Tyranny and arbitrary Power that had 
long threatened their utter Ruin broke 
to Pieces, and to have their civil 
Rights and Liberties ſettled and ſe- 
cured in a more effectual Manner than 
was ever known before. This, joined 
with a Deliverance from the Power 
and Oppreſſion of their conſtant and 
inveterate Enemies, and a Liberty of 
worſhipping God according to their 
Conſciences, under the Sanction of 
Law, made their Happineſs very great, 
and they had the Senſe to know it. 
And though the Toleration A& was 
not ſo perfect as their Friends wiſhed 
and attempted; and though Meaſures 
taken to reliev e them fk: and to 

D unite 
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unite all Proteſtants, were not effec- 


tual ; yet it would be the molt injuri- 


ous Thing in the World to charge this 


upon or I higs, who heartily at- 
tempted it; but it was intirely owing 
to the Oppoſition of that frog arty 
in the Nation, who were neither very 
hearty in'bringing about the Revolu- 


tion, nor greatly pleaſed with it when 
it was done; for which Reaſon, among 


others the Diſſenters, thought it pru- 


dent to acquieſce, and wait till the 
Senſe of the Nation was ſo favourable, 


that any further Relief might be ob- 
tained without Detriment to the Pub- 


lick; and herein they acted wiſely, 


for no ſuch Thing could happen with- 
out Prejudice to themſelves, in Matters 
of greater Importance. 

During this Reign the Diſſerters 
enjoyed their Liberty with great Sa- 
tisfaction and Tranquility, notwith- 
ſtanding the Tories in ſome Parts of 
it were taken into the Adminiſtration ; 
not becauſe the Tories had quitted 


their perſecuting Spirit, but becauſe 
they 
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they had no Hopes of caining the 
Prince on the Throne to eſpouſe and 
patronize their perſecuting Scheme + 
But when one who had been educated 
in High Church Principles ſucceeded, 
and a Parliament was choſen, agreeing 
in the ſame Sentiments, we hear of a 
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Relapſe even Fool: the im 

Advances towards a full Liberty of 
Conſcience, which had been made; 
for towards the Beginning of Queen 
Annes Government, there were 
ſome zealous Churchmen among 
the Tories, who had conceived an 
Opinion, that they who conform- 
ed occaſionally, muſt neceſſarily be 
Hypocrites ; ---— and hereupon 
brought in a Bill to prevent any 
one making an Advantage of his 


occaſional Compliance.” p. 18, 19. 


I am afraid this Account is a little 


too artificial, and ſhould rather think 
the Tories knew the proper Seaſons for 
reviving their favourite Doctrines and 
Schemes. The former Reign was not 
agreeable by any Means; but now 


D 2 they 
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they thought of carrying their utmoſt 
Wiſhes: Accordingly we ſhall find 
that divine hereditary Right, and the 
paſſrve Scheme were Ls upon the 
Stage, for Reaſons which were obvi- 
ous: towards the - Concluſion of it. 
The. Diſſenters were preparing for a 
Storm, eaſily believing that ſome 
Meaſures would be taken by the To- 
ries to ſhew their Devotedneſs to the 
Church, and that ſome Sacrifice muſt 
be offered to the High Church Clergy, 
to keep their Zeal comfortably warm, 
and active, which they knew would 
be at their Expence: Accordingly a 
Bill to prevent ccafional Conformity 
was prepared with all the Severity that 
could be imagined; which at the fame 
Time proteſted againſt all Manner of 
Perſecution. The Bill was loſt the 
firſt Time through the Exceſs of that 
malicious Spirit in which it was drawn 
up. It was attempted again the next 
Year, though the Court was then a- 
gainſt it; and a third Time with moſt 
unparallell d Fury ; when the choice 


Men 
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Men of the Party in the Houſe of 
Commons would have had it tacked to 
the Land-Tax ; and all this at a Time 
when the Nation was involved 
in a moſt hazardous and expenſive 
War, when all the rational Conſi- 
derations in the World ſuggeſted Mea- 
ſures of Union, and the greateſt Har- 
mony among ourſelves. 

But to convince the World, that not- 
withſtanding all this, the Tories were no 
Friends to Pesſecution; Firſt, the Bill it- 
ſelf proteſted in the ſtrongeſt Terms that 
could be, againſt all Perſecution for 
Conſcience Sake, to the great Satisfac- 
tion and Contentment of all reaſon- 
able People; ſo that the Diſſenters 
need not be afraid of uniting with the 
Tories in all Elections, for they are as 
great Enemies to Per/ecution as Words 
can expreſs. Beſides, this Bill did 
not intend in the leaſt to deprive any 
one of his juſt Right; for a Diſſenter, 
though he ſhould think it lawful, and 
perhaps laudable, to conform to the 
Church of England upon ſome Occa- 


fions ; 
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ſions; yet never had, nor can have, 
while he is a Supporter and Abettor 
of Hehiſin, any Right to a Poſt in the 
Government, no not to the loweſt 
Office in a Corporation, for the Bill 
extended to theſe. And in the laſt 
Place, it was a proper Remedy againſt 
Hypocriſy, and deſigned for nothing 
elfe ; and the Diſſenters had no Rea- 
ſon to complain, for they were the 
only People who could be guilty of 
Hypocriſy in this Matter; a Church- 
man could not, for his Zeal for the 
Church was a ſulcherit Qualification 
for receiving the Bleſſed Sacrament. = 

I don't know whether the Tories 
copied after the Presbyterians and Fa- 
naticks, or had any Deſigns of Reta- 
lation at this Time; for they ſeem to 
have copied after a much more reli- 
gious and orthodox People than the 
Diſſenters, I mean ſome who have 
Remedies exactly of the ſame Nature 
with what was prepared by this Bill, 
for all Hypocriſy and Schiſin, for all 


Errors and Hereſes; and yet were 
never 


(23) 
never once guilty of the leaſt Degree 
of Perſecution. 

But let the Tories be ever fo much 
to blame, the //higs in this Particular 
did not deſerve much better of the 
Diſſenters, according to this Author; 
for he tells us, The Whigs them- 
« ſelves in the latter End of this 
« Reign, for the {mall Conſideration 
« of gaining one ſingle Peer to their 
« Party, conſented to the bringing in 
« and paſling of this Act; and thus 
« they gave up their ſteady Friends 
« to the Severities of their Enemies, 
« and raiſed anew the per/ecuting Spi- 
crit, which ſo far prevailed, that in 
« two Years after the Tories formed 
« and carried another Bill of this 
« Kind, called the Schiſim Act. p. 19. 
But I cannot perceive any Reaſon to 
believe that the Tories, who a few 
Years before attempted this Bill with 
ſuch an Exceſs of Fury, ſhould not 
reſume it again when they came into 
Power, whether the 7Yhigs would 
join with them or not; - eſpecially 

con- 


. 
conſidering what this Author has elſe- 
where aſſured us, that the Diſſenzers 
irritate the Tories exceedingly when 
they are out of Power, by joining to 
ſupport the 7/higs in Power. 

But there 15 a very good Reaſon to be 
given why the Matter was deferred for 
ſome Time, though not at all like what 
this Author infinuates: His Reaſon 
we have in the following Paragraph ; 
viz. © Poſubly they never might have 
cc attempted it any more; for there 
« ws one Seſſion of this Parliament 
« paſt over without any Mention of 
c jt; and it was known that the 
« Prime Miniſter of that Time ab- 
ce horred all Laws of that Kind.” But 
we ſhall find a more natural and ſa- 
tisfactory Reaſon, if we recollect 
what was very well known too, that 
this Prime Miniſter and all his Aſſo- 
ciates had a very tedious and diſa- 
grecable Work upon their Hands, which 
yet was neceſſary to be done before 
they could enter upon other Affairs, 
eſpecially ſo odious an Affair as Per- 

ſecution; 


* 
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ſecution; which was to eſtabliſh a 
Reputation without Merit, and to re- 
concile the Nation to a Change, which 
was ſhocking to every Lover of his 
Country : In order to this 1t was ne- 
ceſſary to do all in their Power to 
blaſt, or ſully at leaſt the Reputation 
of thoſe who had conducted Affairs 
with unparallel'd Wiſdom and Suc- 
ceſs, and raiſed the Glory of the Na- 
tion to ſuch a Pitch, as was never 
known before. Matters therefore were 
not yet ripe for ſuch Attempts as theſe. 

Beſides, there was a Majority 
in the H—- of L---, who had 
thrown out this Bill, and who would 
have been the Bulwark of the Nation, 
againſt all their Attempts, if it had 
not been for that admirable Expedient 
of creating twelve new Peers at once, 
to force the Balance on the, right 
Side. The Big Lords therefore, 
when they came into the Scheme of a 
certain Peer, had a Proſpect of con- 
tinuing the Majority of that Houſe, 


and ſo of preventing ſome pernicious 
Sk Schemes 
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Schemes which were thought to threa- 
ten the whole Nation; and if they 
had, there is little Reaſon to queſtion 
but this Matter would have been ſoon 
rectified. Beſides, the Diſſenters had 
this Advantage, that the Bill was 
drawn up with much greater Mode- 
ration than it had been formerly, and 
yielded ſome Things in their Favour. 
And laſtly, as the Strength of 
the YYhig Intereſt at that Time 
lay wholly in the H-— of 
L----, it was thought no impolitick 
Step, when Matters of the utmoſt 
Conſequence were depending, for 
thoſe J/higs to ſhew they had no Diſ- 
like themſelves to any Security de- 
manded for the Church of England, 
becauſe the great Outcry againſt 
them, and what ſerved as much 
as any Thing to overturn the for- 
mer Miniſtry, was the Danger of the 
Church. Whether this was a right 
Step or not, let any one judge: But it 
ſeems very evident upon the whole, 
that it was not for the very {mall Con- 
fraeration 


„ 
federation of gaining one fingle Peer to 
their Party. 

However, this Author would per- 
ſuade us, © that by this Conduct of 
« theirs, they raiſed anew the perſecu- 
« ting Spirit, which fo far prevailed, 
« that in twoYearsafter the Tories form- 
« ed and carried another Bill of this 
« Kind call'd the Schi Af. p. 19. 
This I own 1s a very dextrous Turn, and 
if the Tories had ſhewn the leaſt Signs 
of Converſion ſince their repeated and 
violent Attempts a few Years before, 
to bring in this ſame Bill, only then 
framed with much worſe Circum- 
ſtances of Cruelty and Revenge, one 
might make a tolerable Excule for it; 
but ſince there were ſo many palpable 
Signs of their being exactly the fame 
Men, only more exaſperated againſt 
the Whigs and Diſſenters than before, 
and more intent upon the Accom- 
pliſhment of their paſſive Scheme, 
as appeared by what followed, 
the Matter will hardly admit of any 
Diſpute. I ſhould therefore think 


Biſhop Burnet had good Reaſon for 
E 2 what 
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what he ſays, vis. © The Whig 
« Lords yielded to the Importunity 


A 


. 


of the Earl of Nottingham the 
« more eaſily, becauſe they knew that 
the Court had offered to the high 
Men in the Houſe of Commons, to 
carry any Bill that they ſhould defire 


* 


. 


** 
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in that Matter.” p. 585. Vol. II. It 


is plain therefore that the occaſional 
Bill, or ſomething worſe, was concert- 
ed by the Tories before, this Com- 
pliance of the Y/þ;gs; and it is not 
very probable that any Party ſhould 


really caſt out the Spirit of Perſecu- 


tion, and receive it ſo ſoon again; or 
it this was the Caſe, I am very much 
afraid they grew much worſe than 
before, and what followed ſeems ta 
confirm it. 

For ſurely no one can queſtion but 
the Schiſim Act proceeded from a moſt 
bitter Spirit of Hatred and Per/ecu- 
tion ; yet this Gentleman having ſo 
ingeniouſly contrived: an Excuſe for 
this Step of the Torzes, ſeems to think 
that the Conduct of the /Yhigs, in 
what 


Cor 

what he has ſaid, and has further to 
ſay, may be put in the Balance and 
weighed againſt it. His Charge a- 
ainſt them is this: „ It is undeni- 
« able that many of thoſe who call 
« themſelves J/higs, were willing to 
« keep theſe Ads upon the Diſſen- 
« ters, and actually did ſo for four 
« Years, for ſo long they remained in 
« Force after the Queen's Death ; and 
« probably had kept them on till this 
„% Day, had the Diſſenters and their 
« Friends been willing to have wait- 
« ed till the Minifters of State ſhould 
« of their own Accord declare, they 
« thought it a proper Time, and till 
the Attempt for a Repeal ſhould 
« take its Riſe from the Perſons that 
« are moſt againſt it.” p. 20. What 
a mighty Streſs is here laid upon this 
Delay of the V hbigs, in relieving the 
Diſſenters ! which I am not at all con- 
cerned to vindicate; yet I cannot for 
my Life diſcern any great Matter that 
can be turned to the Reproach of the 
Whigs; for during theſe four Years, 


neither 
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3 
neither of theſe Laws, as I am inform'd, 
were put into Execution: And for 
the firſt two Years the Nation was 
either threatened or involved in a moſt 
unnatural Rebellion; when it was fup- 
preſt, ſeveral Things were neceſſary 
to be done by Way of Puniſhment and 
Terror: Some Time was requiſite to 
quiet the Minds of the People; for 
the Tories ſtill continued very ram- 
pant in their Oppoſition to the Go- 
vernment, and their Rage againſt the 
Diſſenters; ſo that it might not be 
thought prudent to enter upon this 
Affair till the Nation was ſettled in 
perfect Tranquility; there might like- 
wiſe be Diviſions among the Miniſtry, 


which might probably increaſe the. 


Delay. 


But what are all theſe Circumſtan- 
ces on either Side, in Compariſon of 


the Thing itſelf, or in Compariſon 


of the Parties who voted for and a- 
gainſt it? Did not the Mhigs make 
Amends for their Delay (if it was any 
Fault,) by publickly declaring they 


Were 


6 
were wicked and wnrighteous Ads; 
by pleading the Rights of the Di//en- 
ters to have them repealed, and by 
voting upon the true Principles of Li- 
berty for the Repeal? On the other 
Hand, did the Tories make any A- 
mends to the Diſſenters for laying this 
Load upon them, by declaring a few 


Years afterwards, that they were good, 


righteous, wholeſome Laws ; that the 
Diſjenters deſerved them, and by giv- 
ing their Votes to hinder the Repeal, 
and to make them perpetual? Or is 
this an Inſtance from which we are to 
collect that the Whigs have deſerted 
their Principles, and the Tories have 
taken them up? for till this Author 
proves ſome ſuch Change, he proves 


nothing. 


There was one poſſible Way how- 
ever, by which the Dy//enters might 
have eſcaped their Reſentment, z. e. 
of the Tory Miniſtry, in the latter 
End of Queen Annes Reign; which 
in the Words of our Author was this. 


Many have thought that if the D, 


cc [enters 
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© ſenters had done as they were ad- 
« viſed by ſome good Heads, and as 
« moſt private Men would have done 
« in ſuch a Caſe; and when they faw 
« themſelves thus given up by the 
« J/higs in the occaſional Bill, had 
c made a {ſudden Turn to the other 
« Side, and promoted and applauded 
« the Scheme of the then Prime Mi- 
&« ier, which was for a thorough 
« ſtrict Examination of the _— 
« of the preceding Miniſtry.” 
21. i. e. If they, would = con- 
tradicted the plain Senſe of their own 
Minds ; and in Spite of what they 
ſaw, nd knew, and feared ; declared 
they did not ſee, nor know, nor fear 


any Thing ; but hoped and believed 


that the then preſent Miniftry could 
and would take better Care of the 
Glory and Proſperity of the Nation, 
and of the Hanover. Succeſſion, and 
all our Rights and Liberties there- 
on depending ; which they could not 
hope, nor believe; it would have 
gone a great Way towards pacifying 

the 
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the Tories; juſt as in another Caſe, if 
the Diſſenters would have owned that 
they pulled down their own Meeting- 
Houſes, - and thereupon would have 
petitioned the Queen to pardon Da- 
maree and Purchaſe, who were ſeen 
and known to be Ring- leaders of the 
Mob who did pull them down, they 
might probably have got ſomething 
towards building them up again. By 
this Specimen the Diſſenters may ſee 
upon what blefled Terms they muſt 
be reconciled to this Party ; and after 
that it may be Time enough to talk 
of a Union. 

It ſeems however to ſhew a very 
unrighteous and aſſuming Spirit in 
the Tories, to be angry with the Dz/- 
enters for following their own Judg- 
ment, and Senſe of Things. They 
pretend indeed to charge this Conduct 
of theirs upon their Folly; yet there 
is Reaſon to believe, from divers Paſ- 
ſages in this Author, that when the 
Account comes to be ſettled, they muſt 
pay for this Folly; and there ſeems 

| F to 
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to be but one Way to avoid it; and 
that is for the Di//enters to join with 
the right Sort of MWigs, or thoſe who 
in all Elections join with the Tories. 


0 


_ 


For it is well known, that for ſeve- 
« ral Years paſt there has been a Di- 
« viſion among the Whigs into Old 
« and MWew, or, as I would rather call 
« them, Country and Court Party.” 
p. 22. He very prudently drops the 
Tories in this Diviſion, as if they did 
not likewiſe moſt chearfully and ar- 
dently contribute their utmoſt Endea- 
. vour for the Good of their Country, 
or were not in Reality the main Body 
of theſe old Whigs; or as if the De- 
ſign of this Diſtinction was not well 
known to ſtigmatize thoſe who are as 
truly and as heartily the Protectors of 
the common Rights of every Man in 
the Nation, as ever the Nation knew: 
And to give a Diſguiſe to an Oppoſi- 
tion, that, conſidered in its natural 
Tendency, mult appear ſhocking to all 
true Friends of their Country. 


5 
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But let him be of what Party he 
will, he muſt upon any Principles of 
Government own, ſuch Government 
I mean as is conſiſtent with the Rights 
of a free People, that it is as neceſ- 
fary, juſt, and honourable, for every 
Member of the Society to ſupport the 
Adminiſtration of a Prince who at- 
fects no Prerogative but what the Con- 
ſtitution has granted, who makes the 
Laws the Rule of his Government, 
and the Happineſs of all his People 
the End; as to ſtand up at any Time 
for the Liberty of the People, for it is 
indeed the ſame Thing: There can be 
no Liberty without Government, nor 
Government without Sovereignty; 
nor can Sovereignty be maintained 
without the Veneration and Loyalty of 
the Subject; which is therefore requir- 
ed by the Law of Nature, the divine 
Law, and all the Laws of Society: 
And no one can recollect how the Su- 
preme, both legiſſative and executive 
Power, have been treated within theſe 


few Years paſt; but will Oo perceive 


T 2 that 
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that there are good Reaſons ſome- 
where to villify and ridicule them : 
That all the Tools of the moſt groſs 
and the moſt refined Raillery are ſo di- 
ligently employed; and that it is not 
without ſome excellent Deſigns, that 
the Diſſenters are told in the Lan- 
guage of this Writer, « Thus this 
« {crupulous, pure, ſanctiſied People, 
c are become a meer Court Party,” 
p- 23. | 

However, let their Conduct be 
right or wrong, in adhereing to their 
lawful Prince, and his Adminiſtration, 
which has favoured the Cauſe of Li- 
berty as much as ever was known in 
this Nation : Yet it ſeems this Con- 
duct is attended with very bad Conſe- 
quences; for in the firſt Place, this 
Author aſſures us, “ It renders it im- 
fe poſſible for them to ſucceed in the 
« great End they aim at, of getting 
« the Clauſes in the Act of Parlia- 
t nent, enjoining the Sacramental 
6 Teſt, to be repealed.” p. 24. Sure- 
= this Author n the Dzſſenters 


have 
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have no other Principles, nor any fur- 
ther Concern, than to have theſe 
Clauſes repealed; that they have no 
Notions of Liberty and Property, nor 
any Regard for the publick Tranquili- 
ty; but that all theſe are ſwallowed 
up in an inſatiable Deſire to carry this 
Point: Vet ſome People think, and 
they are no Enemies to the Diſſenters, 
that this Matter is not of very great 
Importance to them, as a diſtinct Par- 
ty, nor would yield them any conſi- 
derable Advantage. But whether it 
is or no, it can hardly be doubted that 
there are Points of much greater Im- 
portance, which ought to come into 
the Account. There is hardly any 
Competition between what they at 
preſent enjoy, and what they further 
deſire. And it is not a very abſurd 
Conjecture, that by dividing the 
Whigs, and aſſiſting the Tories, they 
may render what they have much 
more precarious, and what they deſire 
much more difficult, if not impracti- 
cable, N | 


The 
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The firſt Reaſon mij gives for this 
Conſequence, is, Becauſe they 
« have now ſuffered it to appear by 
« Experiment, that there is no Oc- 
« cafion to gratify them in this Mat- 
« ter, which will ever with a Stateſ- 
« man be Reaſon ſufficient againſt 
« doing it.” p. 25. If the Diſſenters 
thought ſo, how come they to renew 
the Attempt ? Upon what Principles 
and Views do they now act? Can this 
Author think they do it to gratify pri- 
vate Paſſion and Reſentment ? Or 
that they do it to diſtreſs the Miniſtry, 
and to gratify the Enemies of the Ad- 
miniſtration? And that therefore the 
Tories think this is the Opportunity to 
inſinuate themſelves into their Fa- 
vour. 

But ſetting aſide ſuch mean and 
deſpicable Views, which it is Jutz 
ſuppoſed the Bulk of that Party ca 
never fall into: Let us allow ate 
Matter to be as this Author has re- 
preſented it: That the Experiment 
has been tried; and though the Diſ- 

ſenters 


1 
ſenters find it will not do, yet they 
adhere to what he contemptuoufly 
calls the Court Party. It may be ask- 
ed, whether their quitting of this Par- 
ty would mend the Matter? Hardly, 
unleſs they can find out Friends who 
are more able, and more diſpoſed to 
do it. And if they ſhould find any 
who pretended and promiſed to do it, 
there may ſtill another Queſtion ariſe, 
whether they are to ſacrifice all other 
Conſiderations to this ſingle Point? 
or whether they are to part with their 
Integrity and Reputation, their Rea- 
ſon and Conſcience, becauſe they can- 
not get it done by one Party? or do 
this firſt, in order to get it done by 
another? 
The other Reaſon is, becauſe * by 
« this Conduct (of adhereing to the 
« the Court) they have narrowed 
« their Bottom, weakened their In- 
« tereſt, rendered themſelves leſs 
« conſiderable, and conſequently of 
« leſs Importance to pleaſe, having 


« difobliged many of their fincere 
6 Friends.” 


(40 
« Friends.“ p. 25. How they have 
done all this by adhering to thoſe who 
are in Principle diſpoſed to ſerve them, 
more: than any other Party, and may 
poſſibly be hindered by Conſiderations 
wherein the publick Tranquillity may 
be concerned, and wherein the Difſen- 


ters themſclyes may be particularly in- 


tereſted, I don't underſtand, nor can 


till it is more fully explained : But 
what follows is plain enough, „ They 
« have 1rritated once more, without 
any Neceſſity or Advantage to them- 
ſelves thereby gained, the ſtrong 
« Party in the Nation, whom it 
« would have been far better Policy 
c to have endeavoured to conciliate, 
ce and abate their old Prejudices and 
« Averſions.“ p. 25. How often I 
wonder have the Diſſenters irritated 
the Tories. I fear there is a very long 
and very dark Account in Reſerve a- 
gainſt them, when the Day of their 
Power ſhall come: Surely then they 
ought not to haſten this diſmal Day, or 
if they do, to act a very meritorious Part 
before-hand. The 


0 


c 
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The next Conſequence 1s, if poſ- 
ſible, as bad as this; “„ but what the 
% Difſenters have not yet much felt, 
« but may ſooner than they think 
« for; for as they deſert the Inde- 
« pendent Whigs. by attaching them- 
« ſelves to the other, ſo the Tndepen- 
« dent Whigs muſt deſert them.” 
26. Here is another very formi- 
dable Body, who are likewiſe laying 
up a Stock of Reſentment. againſt the 
Diſſenters ; not that they pretend (by 
any thing this Author ſays) to Fines 
and Impriſonments, Baniſhments, E- 
jectments, illegal Sentences, Suborna- 
tion of Evidences, and falſe Charges 
of Plots and Treaſons, which the 
Diſjenters have plentifully ſuffered 
from the other ; yet they have ſharp 
Arrows and dreadful Stings, by 
which the Diſſenters are to be — 
out as a Parcel of Fools and Raſcals, 
and to be ſcourged and expoſed as ſuch 
canting, whining Fellows deſerve; 
by which their Congregations will be 


thinned, and their Poſterity i in Time 
G be 


| (42 ) 
be reduced to Beggary and Ruin. 


Some People would think this Kind 
of Treatment more ſevere than the 


other, at leaſt to have more deſperate 


Malice in it. It is ſaid, if I miſtake 
not, that Julian the Apoſtate, who 


was a Man of as great Subtlety and 


Wit as any of the Roman Emperors, 
made uſe of ſome ſuch Methods in 


treating the antient Chriſtians. If fo, 
-1t's not unlikely other Ahoſtates might 
have learnt it from him: But if this 
is really the Caſe, what a terrible 


Condition are the poor Diſſenters in, 


notwithſtanding what this Author pre- 


tended in the Beginning of this Ad- 


dreſs, that the Tories were caſting out 


the Spirit of Perſecution ; and no 
body ever ſuſpected the //hjgs of any 


Denomination : But now we hnd that 


not only the Tories, but the 7/higs, 
and the pureſt Sort of them, the In- 
dependent Whigs, are preparing to cha- 
ſtize and laſh the Diſſenters moſt terri- 


bly. For what? Becauſe they adhere in 


their 
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their Wiſhes and Endeavours to ſerve 
their lawful Prince, a Prince who has 
deſerved the hearty Affections of their 
Body, and of the whole Nation, whom 
in their Diſtreſs they earneſtly deſired 
and prayed for, that in the due Courſe 
of Nature, he ſhould have the G- 
vernment over us; and who has done 
nothing to forfeit their Duty and Al- 
legiance. If this is not Perſecution, I 
confeſs I am a little at a Loſs to know 
what is. Any one who reads the 27th 
Page of this Pamphlet, may eafily 
gueſs how ſharp and ſevere it is like 
to prove. This Author might as well 
have told the Diſſenters, that they in- 
creaſe the Score by applying for the 


| Repeal of the Te: For whether he 


knows it or no, they apply, at leaft 
ſay they do, which is as bad, with 
this particular View, that they may 
be more capable to ſerve their Prince 
and their Country, it he ſhould at any 
Time need or call for their Service. 
But there ſtill remains ſome Com- 


fort ; for there are no leſs than three 
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Cordials, and moſt powerful Reſto- 

ratives they are: The firſt, which is 
the beſt, and the only one that can 
thoroughly reach the Caſe, is, © that 
« for the future, the Diſſenters join 
« with the Tories, and vote for them 
« at all Elections, jointly indeed with 
« the Independent and Antiminifterial 
« I/higs, in order to ſtrengthen the 
« Country Iutereſt, and alſo to extin- 
« guiſh the Diſlike and Prejudice the 
« Fortes have conceived againſt them.“ 

p. 31. Thele Independent Whigs, it 
ſeems, are gained over already ; and fo 
good an Example may be ſuppoſed to 
be very perſuaſive, eſpecially fince it 
is preſumed the Diſſenters have been, 
or will be exorbitantly ſoured by a 
Miſcarriage 1n their late and preſent 
Attempt. But as the Diſjenters are 
not in Purſuit of perſonal and private 
Advantage, it is poſſible a Diſappoint- 
ment may not have the ſame Effect 
upon them, as a Diſappointment of 
another Kind has had upon ſome 
Whigs of too ſelfiſh, or, which is the 


ſame 
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ame Thing, of too-ſlaviſh a Diſpoſi- 
tion, who are doing the Drudgery of 
a Party they don't like, unleſs they 
are greatly altered by Principle or by 
Paſſion. The Dilſſenters are ſeeking 
Relief in a Matter of Conſcience — 
while they are doing ſo, it would 
hardly look decent to make any En- 
chroachments upon Conſciencèe in re- 
gard of their Duty to God or the 
King, or by any Want of Temper a- 
riſing from an undue Eſtimation of 
their own Rights. But ſuppoſing Con- 


ſcience has nothing to do in the Ma- 


nagement of their Paſſions and Con- 
duct in this Affair, ſhould they quit 
their old Friends at the Inſtigation of 
Reſentment, it may be worth while 
to conſider, that — will with a very 
31] Grace, and with very little Weight, 
fall into the Embraces of their old E- 
nemies, who will probably take parti- 
cular Care they ſhall never have it in 
their Power to uſe them in the ſame 


Manner, by a known Expedient, 


which 
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which it is thought they have held in 
Petto a great while. 
The Reaſon given for this Conduct, 
% That unleſs they advance thus 
" fat; all Oppoſition of theirs will 
ce appear faint and contemptible.” 
p. 32. This I own is a very cogent 
Reaſon; for when People fall into a 
Humour of oppoſing, they cannot 
bear to' think of fainting and failing in 
it. But it may be an unlucky one; for 
ſome Perſons of nice Conſcience may 
be hence induced to think well of Op- 
poſition before they begin; and others 
may happen to conſider whether Op- 
poſition to the preſent Government 
is not Oppoſition to themſelves, and 
adding Weight to an Intereſt that may 
in Time cruſh and oppreſs themſelves. 

But there is no great Fear of that; 
for we are told the Tories are much 
altered; and this Author ſays, “ It 
6c there ſhould be a Tory Parliament, 
« it does not follow that the Tories 
« would again renew their per ſecuring 
Practices. p. 33. But unleſs it fol- 


lows, 


1s . 
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lows, and certainly follows, that they 
would not, the Diſſenters had as good 
have no Hand in it. And, which is 
the more likely Conſequence of the 
two, when the Tories, as long as the 
Party have ſubſiſted, have never fail- 
ed to perſecute the Diſſenters when 
they have been in Power, and have of 
late been exceedingly irritated by the 
Diſſenters while they have been out of 
Power. «SureIam(ſays ourAuthor) ſome 
« of the moſt ſenſible of them dolament, 
« and have long fince lamented, that 
they could not govern and reſtrain 
in ſuch Matters the hoz-headed Bi- 
« gots among them.” p. 34. This is 
very great Encouragement truly to 
the Dz//enters, to truſt and aſſiſt them, 
and to do all in their Power for a 
Tory Parliament. The Caſe is ex- 
actly like the Caſe of the Papiſts in 
King James Reign, when the moſt 
ſenſible Men in his Intereſt lamented, 
and undoubtedly lament to this Day, 
that they. could not reſtrain the Fury 
of their hot-headed Bigots, w ho put 

that 
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that unhappy Prince upon ſuch preci- 
pitate Meaſures as ſoon brought him 
to Ruin; when if he had hearkened 
to the wary Counſels of the moſt ſen- 
fible and experienced Men in his In- 
tereſt, he might* have played a much 
ſurer Game, and have bid fair to de- 
feat the Revolution. So that I ſhould 
think it is but little Comfort to the 
Dilſſenters, that this is the State of the 
Tories. It looks as if they would en- 
deavour next Time to correct paſt Er- 
rors, and make ſure Work of it. Nor 
does it ſeem that the Party is in the 
leaſt altered; for Bigotry was always 
exactly thus rampant among them, 

and it ſeems is like to continue ſo. 
Surely then this Coalition or Con- 
der ion of Parties, of which we have 
heard ſo much of late, is the moſt 
enchanting Doctrine that ever was 
broached out of the School of the Je- 
ſuits. For though it is clogged with 
ſo many Abſurdies and Contradictions, 
and is utterly denied by the Party 
among themſelves ; yet it has been 
received 
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received by others with all the Con 
tentment and Alacrity in the Word. 
The original Author was ſenſible, 
that the moſt | artful Declarations 
would, not gain much Credit, when 
confronted with. Reaſon and oppoſite 
Facts; and therefore has appealad to 
2 Matter of Fact, from whenge he 
dates the Day of its Birth and Grawthz 
and Pain... Though if all, that 
were true, it is very obvious; fince 
chat Time it has received many a mor- 
tal Wound. Vet herein ur r 
ſeems to copy after him. I know 
« very; well that the ee are charged 
« with holding a Doctrine inconſiſ- 
tent with the neceſſary Security of 
the Liberty of Mankind; I mean 
« that — 4 is called the Doctrine of 
« paſſiue Obedience, or the Unlawful- 
neſs of Reſiſtance, ' upon any Pre- 
« tence whatſoevery and from hence 
« it may be urged againſt them, that 
ce they are a Party that can be of no 
«_ Uſe to the preſerving our, Liberties. 


« But I think they gave a full An- 
5 H « {wer 


** 
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ſwer to this at the Time of the Re- 
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evolution; and ſhewed by Fact, 
« that they hold this Doctrine with 
a ſuel proper Exceptions, or Diſtinc- 
« tions, cas would allbw them both to 
er invite over, and then to join with a 
0 Deliderer, whefi! their Liberties 
4 and: Rłligion are in Danger.” p. 36. 
But: I deſire this Author will pleaſe to 
obſerve, that'there dre other Dockrines 
deſicest this which the Tories are charged 
withholding; and whichare inconſiſtent 
= the Liberties of Mankind: Hoc- 

Loncerning the true "Church, 
Becteftical Authority; the damnable 
and intolerable Nature of Sehi/on, and 
applying temporal Puniſhments in 


Hir in Matters; which are the na- 


tural Parents f Perſecutiou, and 
which the Diſſenrers have found to be 
inconſiſtent with Liberty, and ſubver- 
five of their juſt Rights. But let us 
examine a little the Caſe to 1 v our 
Author appeals. 

Tho' ſome, and indeed a "_ Gall 


Number of Tories, were concerned 


in 
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in inviting , over a Deliuerer, when 
their Religion and Liberty; were. in 
Danger; yet this will hardly amount 
to Proof ſufficient that they, abandon- 
ed the Doctrine of paſſive Obedience, 
even at that Time; or held it with 
ſuch proper Diſtinctions as are con- 
ſiſtent! with the neceſſary Security of 
Liberty. For this Author himſelf has 
already told us, „ That the High 
« Church Clergy took the Alarm, 
« well knowing they muſt have been 
ce the firſt Ales. ng as having all the 
« rich Livings and eccleſiaſtical Re- 
« venues which the Popiſh Prieſts 
were longing for. It is highly 
probable that a moſt renowned Uni- 
verſity were alarmed from the ſame 
moſt excellent Motive to act contrary 
to their famous Decree. What are we 
then naturally to conclude was the real 
Caſe with the Tories in this nice Junc- 
ture: That they quitted by a ſudden 
and inſtantaneous Converſion their 
Principles of paſſive Obedience, divine, 
hereditary, indefeafible Right, which 
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is inſeparably connected with it? No 
ſuch Thing; for they were alarmed 
with very different Conſiderations, a- 
bout loſing Things much more pre- 
cious; and as ſoon as the Deliverer 
came and reſcued them from this 
Fright, their Principles returned 
ſtrong upon them, and they became 
the ſame Men again; and have as effec- 
tually ſhewn it in ſome Tranſactions 
ſince, as ever they did before. Are 
we then to conclude, that Mature 
will rebel againſt Principle. Yes, 
when Nature is aſſiſted, as this Au- 
thor expreſſes it, by proper Diſtinctions 
and Exceptions; but it is Nature of a 
ſordid and ſelfiſh Kind, that is not 
warmed with a true Zeal for Liberty: 
For the Tories halted between Mature 
and Intereſt on one Side, and Prin- 
ciple and Conſcience on the other: 
With ſome of them the latter prevail- 
ed; with the greateſt Part the former. 
But the Cauſe of Liberty was little re- 
garded by either, as appeared by their 
Conduct at that Time, more plainly 
ſoon 


(33) 
ſoon after, and moſt of all by tlie 
whole Series of their Conduct when 
they have been in Power ſince. 

Was this the Caſe of the //higs 2 
Not in the leaſt ; they thought to re- 
fiſt the Tyrant, and reſcue the Na- 
tion from Popery and Slavery, was 
the moſt glorious Work, and the moſt 
acceptable Duty a Society could pay 
to God and Man; and therefore en- 


gaged in it with Chearfulneſs, Con- 


ſtancy, and Succeſs, and would have 


eſtabliſhed a firm Union among all 


Proteſtanis, if they had not been hin- 
dered by the ſeeret and open Attempts 
of thoſe whom this Author calls the 


Arong Party in the Mation. Let any 


one judge what a lovely Harmony of 
Heart and Sentiment was formed be- 
tween M bigs and Tories at this ſunc- 
ture, from hence the Coalition of 
Parties is ſaid to receive its Date and 


Origin. 


And what an excellent Uſe the 70. 
ries made of their Diſtincti ions and Ex- 
ceptions in Favour of Liberty, is verv 
well known; for Inſtance, becaute 
King 
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King Tunes was perſuaded by the 
melting Applauſes of a Country Mob, 
to try once more the Compaſſion of 
his injured Subjects, and was received 
with ſurpriſing Tokens of Joy by a 
City Mob; they made it out by the 
Help, of theſe Diſtinctions, that he had 
not  abditated,. but was forced away, 
and therefore ought to be recalled; 
that if he had, he could not ahdicate 

tor his pretended Son ; that the Nation 
had no Right to ſettle the Crown on 
the Prince and Princeſs. of Orange 
during his Life, and to compleat all, 
that curious and moſt uſeful Diſtine⸗ 
tion of a King de ure, and de FaFo, 
was piouſſy — which made it 
plain to the moſt tender Conſcience, 
that they might ſwear Allegiance to 
one Prince, and pay it to another; and 
was an inward Comfort and Juſtifica- 
tion of all their Attempts to diſtreſs the 
ſucceeding Government, and of the 
moſt helliſh Plots and Machinations to 
deſtroy the Uſurper, to involve the 
Nation in Blood and Confuſion, and 


to reſtore the righttul Prince. 
The 
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The Author proceeds thus: «© And 
4am ſure when the immediate 
c Danger was over, they have been 
« As zealous as any I higs to promote 
the beſt Laws for the preſerving 'our 
« Liberties for the future.” p. 37. In 
Anſwer to which, I will take upon me 
to be as ſare,' that they have done 
their utmoſt to hinder the moſt neceſ- 
fary Laws for ſecuring the” Rights and 
Liberties of the Nation; I mean in 
their Oppoſition to thoſe Laws that 
were neceſſary to ſecure the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion ; by which it appears they 
did not RY in Favour of the Revolu- 
tion from Principles, or that they have 
renounced thoſe Principles ſince: 
They cramped the Toleration AF, and 
hindered the Repeal of the Teſt, When 
it was propoſed from the Throne: 
They have often attempted, and at 
laſt carried, a Bill to prevent occaſional 
Conformity, and that moſt excellent 
and Chriſtian Law to extirpate Schiſmm, 
muſt greatly recommend them to the 


* 


cc- 


Eſteem of all their Chriſtian Brethren, 


where-ever diſperſed, or however diſ- 


treſſed 


e 
treſied. And I queſtion not, but from 
the lame Fund this Author can pro- 


duce D:i/tin&ions to vindicate their 


Share in the late Rebellion, as he has 
done to extol their Share in the glo- 
rious Revolution. 
Ihe ſecond Head of Advice ſo fe 
as it is adapted; to promote the ſame 
good End, may be judged of by the 
ſame Reaſons as are given for the for- 
FETs: and needs i no further Remarks. 
But there is ſomething a little cu- 
rious in the , third and laſt Method 
« tamed, which is, 20 vote only fo 4 
« fuch of " phe: Tories as Pall freely, de- 


« clare they ane againſ} ſuch partial 


« Reſtraints on well-affected Subjects, 


« as is before mentioned. This is 
„ hat I would prefer to any other, 
« wereit not, as I obſerved before, that 
cc if the Piflenting Strength be exert- 


ed only fo far, it is to be appre- 
« hended that it will appear but 


« weak and deſp icable.” ' We are 


to obſerve. this Fir of the 


Diſſenting Strength, or if you pleaſe 


| Weakneſs, was urged before under 
the 


ſ 
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the firſt Head of Advice, as an Argu- 
ment to excite and ſpirit up the Di/+ 
Inter, to unite with the Tories in all 
Elections “ notwithſtanding they were 
« the laft Aſſailants, and to make fo 
« yigorous an Oppoſition to the pre- 
ſent Adminiſtration, as ſhould be 
hgnificant and effectual ; notwith- 
ſtanding the Conſequence might be a 
lory Parliament. Sec p. 32, 33. Here 
it ſeems to be brought in by Way of 
Objection, To what ? To the Diſſen- 
ters joining with the Tories: becauſe 
our Author apprehends that few of the 
Tories will make ſuch a Declaration, 
i. e. of removing the 7%. Why not, 
if they are ſo greatly changed? But 
becauſe he ſtill apprehends it is not 
conſiſtent wich the Principles and Spirit 
of the Party, notwithſtanding all he 
has ſaid in their Favour. 
But if they ſhould, it is another 
Queſtion, Sek the Diſſenters could 
depend upon ſuch a Declaration, con- 
ſidering the Experience of paſt Times ; 
and conſidering that this Gentleman 
ſhews no Authority for ſeparating a 


_ few 


0 * 
f from the Bulk of the Pale! Be- 
lides, whatever ſome of them may 
pretend, when they get into Power it 
cant be doubted but theſe few will be 
very eaſily over-ruled, I by the great 
Majority.” [LOFT RW 
This Objection therefore ſeems ei- 
ther to ſpoil the Eeauty and Fitneſs 
of his firſt Advice, or to have nothing 
at all in it; and fo to leave it in all its 
Virtumſta erb of Kindneſs and Con- 
cern for the Diſſeuters: and the glorious 
Cauſe of. Liberty. 
I don't fee therefore why the Dif 
enters ſhould ſcruple to join with a 
Party who have fo many /urpriſing 
Ways to ſhew their Zeal for Liberty, 
and fo many Difintions at their Ser- 
vice; or if they · make the leaſt Diffi- 
culty of truſting to theſe, there is one 
Way plain and: fafe, which will Toon 
make'all Things eaſy: und there will 
be no need of DiſlinBtinrs,” or Exc cop⸗ 
riont, Enacting of new Laws, or Re- 
pealing of old. Let them renounce their 


O 
Schifſm, and all is done at once. 
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